My family has had long ties to Virginia, after first arriving in Fredericksburg in 1680 and

moving to the Culpeper/Madison area shortly thereafter. Great8 Grandfather Lillard was

a captain in the Culpeper Minute Men during the American Revolution. Many Lillard

generations since have lived in the area. Born in 1945 in Charlottesville , I too, am a

lifelong resident of Madison county.

Somewhat recently, I 'retired' from the Virginia Department of Transportation as a Bridge

Safety Engineer with 30 years of service to become a Part owner and principal inspector

for Piedmont Bridge Inspection Service for 15 years. My current associations and activities naturally follow: I am a 20 year member of the Sons of the American Revolution.

I am a 40 year collector and hunter of civil war relics and set up a museum that contains

everything I have ever found or bought .  I am a 20+ year member of the Fredericksburg

Relic Hunters Association .

With one thing leading to another, I joined the SCV a couple of years ago.  I thoroughly

enjoy all the activities and the dedication of our camp members. I have always been an

avid reader and researcher of the civil war with a special interest in Engineers and bridge

building.  So, I decided to develop a presentation about "Civil War Crossings" and

how the engineer regiments built, reconstructed, and protected pontoon bridges, timber

bridges, and stone bridges.

My goal was to make this presentation fun, interesting, and informative and I hope

everyone enjoys it as much as I do while presenting it.
